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Croom - cross 
anything about -~ 
THE COURT: There was some testimony. He said 


something about it. 


_MR. WEINSTEIN: I would object to the question 
as framed by the police telling him concerning some 


evidence. 


THE COURT: Overruled. If that's what they told | 
| 


him, he can say 80- If they said something different,' 


he can say so. It's a proper question. 


Q Didn't you testifyon direct that the police told you 
that the evidence was the Coke, ths cartons of Coca Cola, that 
was the evidence? 

A They said that was 80, they said that was seen right 
there because when you opened up the back door, you could look 
and see the empty cases of Coke, but I didn't count what it wens 
because I was in a hurry to get to work. 


Q ..:I will show you three photographs and ask you if the | 


{tems on those tables were also taken from your apartment on that 
| 


- 


evening? a 4 Hs , ge etme | 
~Y Lh These look more like items that they showed me when they 
took me back down to the ee station. ” 

a I ask you if those items shown in those three 
photographs on the table were taken from your apartment? 
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NO« 
Qy © You never saw those before? - 
A7 © NOe ne 3,% 
up'@ To-Until you got to the police station? 
A That is right. ~" rat pace ond ) f 
MR. KEARNS:' May’ I have ‘ ese marked for 
»e ddcatification only? 
THE COURT: Yes. Is J and K« 
Do you recall -~- withdraw that. 
You testified on direct, as I understand it, Mr. 
Croom, that you opened the: déor:and you wert to the door whens | 
you heard the knocking? °>'‘ ," do you re stmty £4 
A Yes. 
Q Do you recall January of ‘74 a little more than a 


year ago when you were in my office with Attorney Weinstein 


and there was a stenographer present, and you gave a deposition 
under oath at that time? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you recall testifying at that time on page 16°. 
that my question: “Was there a knock at the door?", and 
your answer: "y don't remember 4 knock." 
the hove Question: You Just’ heard a kicking?” ice: 

Answer: © “Yes."/ ToS Oh Ok PS 2 of t) 


Do you remember testifying to that in my office? °° 
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Freer-direct 
No, sir. 
They were occupants of the house, weren't they? 


From what we understood it wasn't their apartment, 


You say it wasn't their apartment? 
They were living and sleeping there and living there 
time, weren't they? 
A Yes, sir. 
Q It was their residence, wasn't it? 
‘Yes, but the apartment is rented by Mr. Croom. 


And that's why you arrested him? 


Not on those grounds alone. 

Q Y can't hear you. 

A Not exactly because they lived there and he lives 
there also, but the apartment is in his name. 

Q And that's why you arrested him because the 
apartment. was in his name? Is that correct? 


A ’ yes, sire 


MR. KEARNS? Objected, he stated as to the 
items he found. It's not a fair question. 
THE COURT: You: ,westion is that the only 


r-asone 


Q You arrested him because you found items you 


thought were stolen in the apartment that was rented to him? 
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Matthews-direct 

A No, not in Croom's back yard there wasn't. 

Q Did you happen to notice whether or not there was 
a safe lying about in the back yard of the Croom's apartment? 

A In Croom's back yard? 

Q Yes. 

A There was no safe. I didn't see no safe in his 
back yard. 

Q It's a smallish back yard, isn't it? 

A The back yard is, yes. 

Q If there had been a safe laying about do you think 
you would have noticed it if it was at the back door? 

A If it was in his back yard? 

Q Yes. 

A I think I would. 

Q What if anything were you told by this person you 
spoke with on the phone at police headquarters about the caller, 
identifying the caller that he had gotten the call from? 

A You mean the police officer I was talking to? 

Q Yas. 

A Yes. He stated that this party has called in the 
past and he was still talking to her on the phone when I was 


having my conversation with him on the phone. 


Q He was talking to both of you at the same time? 


A The conversation between the woman and a member of 
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Matthews-direct 


| tne police department was going on while he was stii? talking 


|" with:me on the phone, giving mm information. 


Q Was she speaking to your fellow officer or somebody else? 
I don't recall who it was. 
Q All right. The call was going on. you were told 


that’ she had called in the past? 


A In the past. 


Q That's it? 


A Yes. 


Q You signed this report of September 21, 1971, : 


didn't you? It's indicating Plaintiffs’ Exhibit 2. 


A Yes. 


Q As a matter of fact, you typed it up, didn't you? 


A I believe I typed it up. I believe I typed that 
report, yes. 

Q There are only two people who sign it, Matthews and 
Freer? 

A I don't recall if I typed it or my partner typed 
the report. 

Q It says Patrolman Freer and myself; youre Matthews? 


A Yes. 


So you typed it? 
Yes, I did. 


Why did you say in that report, given your testimony’ 
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Matthews-direct 


2 || just now, "Acting on speedy information from a reliable source 
3 ‘|| whose information in thepast has resulted in arrests"? 
4 |i A Why did I say that? Because at tha time of the 


incident I was acting on speedy inforu».tion. 


-y~ knowledge of who it was that was 


a] Q Did you h 2 

7 || causing -- who was calling ato police headquarters? 

3 || iy Did I? No, except it was a female, that's all. 

° | Q That's all you knew? 

10 | A Yes. 

ay. Q Do you know if she had given any informer’ ’ n in the 


V3 } A 

14 \ Q 

15 | A 
1] 

16 | we 


past that resulted in any arrests? 


No, I don't personally. 
When did you make this report out? 
That night. 


After you knew Jeffrey Croom had been seriously 


17 || injured while in custody and in handcuffs? 


18 || A 

19 || Q 
| 

20 

21 A 
| 

22 || + 

23 |, Q 

24 || 
\} 

25 || A 


750 MA'N STREET 
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HART 


which you just recounted to us? 


After arrest, yeS- 


You included that phrase, "\ hose information in 


the past had led to arrests," in that report, didn't you? 


. 


Yes, from my conversation with the police of’ + 


- assumed that this lady had called in the past with 


What madeyou assume that from your c* 


r 


From the information he had ¢ 
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Matthews-direct 


had called in the past. 


Q And what made you assume that any information she 
had given in the past had been anything other than garbage, 
why did you assume that it led to arrests? 

A I don't know, I just did. 

Q Are you trained to say when you make reports to 


justify arrests that you always act on speedy information that 


results in arrests; that is a verbal formula that you are 


instructed by your department to make? 
MR. KEARNS: Object. 
THE COURT: Qerruled. 
No,’ not all’ tne time (t. 
Sometimes? 


A Yes. 


Q Whether or .ot you Know there had been arrests, 


y tne -= 


they tell you to put that in to justicy 


A No. 


Q Under what circumstances do they tell you to include 


the phrase, ™vhose information had led to arrests"? 


MR. KEARNS: Object. There is no testimony 


anybody ‘told’ him: to do it, He just testified as 


to. some instructions. 


He said he put that in. But not that he was 
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You didn't mention that. 


MR. KEARNS: You didn't ask him. 
I object. I ubject to the comment. 


THE COURT: He didn't mention it to you. I! 
don't know what you mean by that. 


CTRTN: I 


~~ wen 
{Re WEINSTEIN 


asked what the conversatio 


A Yes. 
Q When did you do that? 


A Shortly after talking to him in regards to finding 


1t wa ils apartment. 

n ~Sée nae? 

~ A fenay ri. ir = -} - ~ ae a0 m 

a After finding out that the apartment was his, he 
ke + I : ak t wcy | rad nae . nace . i+ 
then told he was being placed under arrest for possession 
tol property. 


then advised him of his rights? 


One of the important reasons was that 


nN 
aa 


Matthews-redirect 


about John Croom? 


moment that your 


in saying that some items had n taken 


how long prior 


The call 


WEINSTEIN: The 


KEARNS: I object to that. 
WEINSTEIN: I claim it, sir. 
If he arrested Jchn 
receiving 
THE COURT: 


LITITPNE Cae 
WLAN eo 


you think 
Based on the information you got 
place, do you have any 
items that the caller 
house? 
THE WITNESS: I would say 
three to five minutes possibly. 


ee to five minutes. And what would you, 4S an 


“> 


o> 


ee eee te eee 


ee eee 


ay 


ee nt aD OO 


Ne a LE AS OO 


| 70 MAIN STREET 


Q 


within, 


have brought the stuff in, to justify your arresting him? 


A 


Q 


|assumed he committed some crime, I gather? 


A 


were in the apartment -~ 


Q 


he was pay 


located? 


A 


Q. 


as you say, 


ing rent on the apartment in which the tape decks were 


Matthews-red tect 
ari¢ or is it a gocd faith exercise of this 
man's powers simply to arrest him, simply because 
he was in the kitchen. 

THE COURT: You can ask him what his view was 
about -- you're asking now what he thinks somebody 
else might have done? - 

MR. WEINSTEIN: No. 
THE COURT: That's what the guestion says. 
What didyou believe John Croom had Cone that evening 


three to five minutes, that Jeffxey might 


Y still don"t <- 


When you arrested John Croom, you did it because you 


was his apartment and these items that 


Because it 


So the sole basis for your arrest of John was that 


Not the tape decks, no. 
You took the tape decks out? 
Yes. 

How about the television -~- 
We have 


THE COURT: been all over what he 
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rou employed, Sergeant, as a4 Bridgeport Police 


‘-esent time? 


What was your rank at it time? 


I worked from 


Do vov receis { st occasion of anything in 


) 


Marina Vilage? 
Blue 11, that's 
received a call that 
young men, twc black men and one light-skinned male, were 
-o down around the area of Park Avenue and 


at that time. I went down -- 


Pastor-direct 404 


Any other reference to anything else other than the 


hat time. The firs er n in 


went down with and we got 


with them? 
my own car. 
name for that car? 
was in radio car Sl by myself. We 
Railroad and Blue ll, 
ot out of the car and just then a call came in for 


ERS box. They went to the ?4S5 box « 1d 


icer Matthews answered the phone or called an. he came bac 


information that names were given, Jeffrey Croom, 
nd a third party, either light-skiuned black 
we weren't sure, 
ce equipment, typewriters and other items, 
in Building 3, Apartment No. 413. 


what time was that that you received 


information? 
be around 12:34 a.m. 
What did you do then? 


went back to the radio car and I called for a 


to sen 1e radio car and I told Patrolmen Freer 


ce 


Le 


to go around into the back and I would cover the 


You went around the front? 
Rignt. 


was there before I went around the front of the 


Did you look yourself through the back window? 


Il saw cases of Coke and the entrance to the pantry, 


a) 
©) 
fa) 


How many cases 


Coke, do you recall? 


Five or six. Two typewriters and a little black 


Then you went around to the front? 

I went around to the front. 

Were you let into the apartment? 

Later on I went to the door. I knocked and I 
answer, but in a little while the door opened and 
is Let Mé in; 

on 


Whe was in the apartment when you walked in? 


There was John Croom, Jeffrey, two women and a 


turned out to be Sparks, I think, Mr. Sparks, anc 


i 


— 


Pastor-direct 


) Was there any arguing going on with any of the 
4 © there? 
‘ A Not to my knowledge. John Croom was just eating. 
rbout 
He didn't appearto be disturbed/ © anything. Jeffrey Croom 


was yelling, what are we doing there, and more or less, 


, Q What did you do then? 
A Well, I acuestioned John Croom as to.the items that 
were in the pantry, and he said that when he came hom: his son 


Jeffrey and a friend of his were carrying these items into the 


tH 
fu 
“ 
Pa) 
oO 
a 
D 
3} 


if he kr vhere they came from and he 
said no, that apparently they were there with his approval. 


MR. WEINSTEIN: I didn't hear that. 


A They must have been there with his approval. He 
didn't question them as to where they got it or what they 


doing there. They just brought it in and he just didn't 
seem to be upset about it. 
2 Up until this time had you seen a safe? 

No, I didn't see the safe. 
& Did you ever see the safe that evening? 


NOs alan. 


¢) After you questioned John Croom what did you do? 
4 I 


saAe 


AIOMOTNM« 
i os ree Ser ss Ee 


it happenec 


couch s standing 


Pastor-cross 


‘ ; ‘ , ee : 
s C At thattime did you know any burglary hac taken 
; 
place 
A We were just about positive 12S. 
4 r ’ 
Q Did you have any information that any burglary had 
taken place at the time you entered the house? 
A Positively. 
J , mm? 
Q From whom? 
A From the conversation, that there was a safe being 
wheeled down the street, you know that a burglary had taken 
* 
nm} — 
ye SS 
Q You didn't find any safe l he apartment? 
A No. 
i 
5 : + 
Q You didn't see any safe? - 


Did you know where it had been taken from? 


f never spoke to whoever it was at 


headcuarters that had gotten this information, is that right? 


A No, I didn't. 

Y Z % 4 XK 4 o > rc , 
a Whatever you knew about it was what Matthews told 
A That is correct. 


Q With regard to John Croom, what did he do that 


“4 7 4 ’ wre = sim - e - - " ity ing ; 
justified your causing him to be arrested or participating in 


hate 


Pastor-cross 41 
his arrest? 
Ps Please repeat that 2 in. 

4 | Q hat did John Croom do that justified, as far as 
5 you were ned, your participation in his arrest? 

é A Well, he had these properties, articles tha 

7 were apparently stolen, they were there with acproval, hi 
8 saw h?7 son and friend bringing tiese at icles 
9 . 

10 Q Well, at -nat time ~~ 

1] A He made no effort -~- 

12 Q He made no effort to do what, sir? 

13 A To question his son apparently or to find out 

14 where these items came from and his attitude was, he was 

15 perfectly happy te wrdless of what his son would bring in the! 
He didn't question hin, he didn't know where they came fro 

Q He didn't know where they came from? 

A No, he didn't inguire either 

19 Q And so the fact that he didn't inquire, as far as 
20 you were concerned, was the basis on which he was arrest: ad, 2 
2) that right? 
ry A That is right, these articles were there with his 
’ approval in his home. 

{ i Q To the best of your information, how long could 


there? 


ui 


Pastor-cross 
A Five or ten minutes. 


Q You. say that you didn't actually see Jeff go 


Fer Re Pa peti he ees 


through the door, is that right? 
Lib oe I heard the glass break, but I didn't see hin 
looked over after the crash. 

Q You say something was blocking your view?.. 

A Well, they were walking away from me, the two 
officers and Jeffrey, they had their backs to me. 

Q Who was blocking your view? 

A Well, al” three of them. .I couldn't. see exactly. 
what was going on. I was more towards. the kitchen. 

Q Were there other officers around Jeffrey taking .. 
him out? : 

A Not to my knowledge. 


Q Were there any officers between you and Jeffrey 


aside from Scanlon and Dentato? 


F 
i 
% 
i 
; 
{ 
i 
a 


A I think Sergeant Bartomeli was in between. 
Q Did you have a clear view of Jeff's back?, 


A No, not a complete clear view. 


Q What was between you and Jeffrey's back?, ._ ,, 

A I think it was Sergeant Bartomeli. He was between 
me and the door and the parties going out. 

Q Was Jeffrey in handcuffs at the time? 


A Yes. 
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indication given by Matthews to you as to 


supposedl 


) Did Matthews tell you tha 


we ee 


that indication and in what fo 


ce ant PE RT 


Had just been carried in? 
A Right. 
2 But this was already after you had been to the area 


and looked around as a result of the radio call and had seen 


A As far as the safe goes, yes. 


Q As far as anything goes, when you got there ~~ 
A Wie weren't looking for office equipment. How 


could we find anything else? A call came in originally a4 safe. 


That's all we were looking for. 
for 


j You mean to say that if you had been Looking 


SANDERS SAE & RUSSELL 


some typewriters 


tion because 


the original call 
1inly were locking for. 


when you got there after the original radio 
noLody wheeling a 


a 


nor any type- 


time vou first arrived on the 


you entered the Croom apartme.it? 


about three minutes. 


jo, make his call, have 


and what was reported was 


three minutes? 
sut three or four minutes, I would say 


iy 


how long have you been on the police force? 


“our years 


~~ 


you are reasonably well acquainted 


normal 


it not normal police procedure when 


especially reporting what might 


Qo 


Q Equipped with a radio? 


anyone in the car with you? 


first indication you got about this incident that we are in 


court on? 


faq 


hear b 


he polic 


roadcasts from 


+ 


e radio is going constantly and I can 


toher sections of the city and I was aware 


that a car was detailed to ivestigate some men wheeling a 


safe down 


istening to this, I 


minutes, a signal 32 came in, a code fo 


the street and some ether articles and I was 


was aware of it. Anda while later, maybe 


" 
ow 
Ho 


In our procedure any car that's not busy that 


What did 


Columbia Street and 


the apar 


apartment 1 saw Serg 


} 3 Wir he eho y (7 2 © ¢ lL, 
ed him where the policemen were anv i® 


you find wien you got there? 


jc «= 
awe 


Building 32, Marina Village, which 


a] 
#8) 


South Avenue, several police cars we 
Cosmo was outside watching the cars that 
tmeat and I went and walked in. In the 


eant Pastor, whose area it was, Sergeant 


there, and Patrolmen Dentato, Scanlon, 


Leake-direct 
Matthews, Freer, and Patrolman Richards. 

Q What was going cn when you got into the apartment? 

A They were questioning the people there. I walked 
to the side of the room and I stood there observing what was 
going on. 

Q What did you see happen? 

A I saw an elderly gentleman, he was at the table 
having supper in thie kitchen. Jeffrey Croom, later I knew him 
to be Jeffrey Croom, as sitting on the couch in the living 
room, his back was to the kitchen table. He was be..ig 
questioned by Patrolmen Freer and Matthews, 

Q Then what happened? 

A People started to argue. Jeffrey Croom and some 
other people and Sergeant Bartomeli was standing on the side of 
the room, says, "Is this man under arrest?" Either Patrolman 
Freer or Matthews stated that he was, I am not sure which one 
did, and Bartomeli said, "Take him out of here." 

Patrolmen Scanlon, Dentato, approached him. 
Patrolman Scanlon had the handcuffs out and went to put them on 
and Jeffrey Croom stood up and took a punch at him. Patrolman 
Scanlon pulled back and then Patrolmen Dentato, Matthews, Freer, 
and Sergeant Bartomeli all grabbed Jeffrey Crooms. They ° 
grabbed him to hold him and they fell down into a group; the 


setee slid, hit some chairs, which hit the table, the table 
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Leake-direct 
| went over and Mr. Croom, the father, we later found out to be, 
“he got very upset because his supper flew on the floor. By 
then Jeffrey Croom is handcuffed. : 
Patrolmen Dentato and Scanlon started to lead him 
out to the front door.) I, followed him and I was approximately 


three foot behind. They got near ~~ he was struggling, but as 


he got near the door he turned, Jeffrey Croom turned, he kicked 


Patrolman Dentato in the leg and he shoved back and his 


shoulder went through the upper storm door, the glass of the 


upper storm door. I saw this. I1-saw he was »iceding, and I 


Tse ee 


Se SET aS SF 
gg NT A EPI PF 


said, "Get that man, get him to the hospital raght away.” 


The hospital was three blocks of the house. 


"neatly NO tarp SA et te See aed we athe 


Q Was he taken immediately to the hospitai? 


A That I don't know. They left in the car with him. 


Q What did you do at that point? 


ee er 


A Then I was outside, I was talking to Patrolman 


De Cosmo, watching the cars. There was quite a group of people 


} 
| 


out there and as they brought Mr. Croom out, the other policemen 


t 
| 
Ag 
' 
: | 
| 
) 


| 
| 


left and I knew two sergeants from that area were tied up and I 


called two cars down. By then I knew there had been a break. 


ya 


They had claimed there had been a break, they recovered stolen 


property. Sol sent two cars to search the area to see where 


ry* 


a break was. : 


Approximately an hour later, Patrolman Marina 
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Mr. Pjura and see what he 


had been pulled o 


there was a typewriter 


Complaint Bureau to contact the 


I instructed Patrolman Marina 


was missing and he 


charge of the building. 


Yes, ae 
iR. 1S: Would you stand up, “Fr. Pjura? 
That's Mr. Pjura. The man that came to the scene. 
ined the building over to Mr. Pjur I told Patrolman 


to the 


1id, “We are going to follow the route down 
I think the route would take an re crossed Pari 


-a both in separate cars right next to each other; 


yhnson Street, made a right turn to 
to 


et, which was 


| 
| 


Leake-direct 
in there ta?king to Mr. Pjura approximately a half an hour, 
an hour and a half -- I believe it was close to 3:00 a.m. 
MR. KEARNS: That's all I have. | 

CROSS-EXAMINATION | 
BY MR. WEINSTEIN: 
Q As I understand, Lieutenant Leake, you say that the | 
safe was found sities thi sisi from the back of the Croom | 
apartment joined the common sidewalk? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Let me show you pictures -~ 

A They have a small back yard, the sidewalk leading 
out to the common sidewalk where the whole village used, it 


was not in their yard, it was where their walk joined the 


common sidewalk. 


Q Showing you Defendants' Exhibit D, do you recognize 
which is the Croom apartment in there? 

A Three. It was right out here. You can see the 
opening 14 the fence. It was right here. , 


| 


Q You're indicating for the jury the opening right at " 


the entry way of the gat~ as you would enter the back yard? 
A Yes. 


That this was four feet high? 


y 


Approximately. I am guessing. it was chest-high 
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Leake-cross 
About 30 inches wide? 


A Yes, sir. 


Q Could anybody walking up to the back door of the 


Croom apartment have possibly missed that object sitting right 
at the entry we. to the back yard? 

eat don't see how. 

Q Unless it was put there after everbody had left? 

A Yes, sir. hess 

Q Yes. Now, by the way, when you got to the apartment 
you actually entered the living room x sake it? 

A Yes. 

.Q _ How many civilians were there? 
A Four males and two females. 
Q Two females? 
A Two females. 
Q Did you ascertain the identify of the two females? 
A No, sir, at that point as I stated before, he 
wasn't my area, I come in there and I saw everything was under 
control. I stooa aside and I was observing what was going cn. 

Something I did leave out, I just remembered. 

I was standing next to a Walter Sparks near the closet door 
where the living room joines the kitchen. When they tried to 


place the cuffs on Jeffrey Crooms, the struggle started, he 


tried to intervene. I struggled with him to hold him back and 
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) This is Marina 
P Marina ' illages 
2 What size was 
A The sate wes 

a little larger than that. 


I would say maybe 30 inches 


come 


sthing woul 


were broken. 
bore out the 
and this 1 
r o ' 4, 
That's al 
eit 
“Pe Soe 
37 (Gl : 4 F 
y Was this ate 
sir wR) an ie | 
sa you couia 
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into, 


approximately three 


your 


: 
wide. He 
' 
i 
4 
| 
. ‘ --* ' 
when I identified t 
: 
: 
the wheels were 
, t 
that 1t wa 
me : 
the casters 7 


Honer. 


it Ac YT aay 
° AS i Say, 


shen 
when 


broken 


2 ap ERE TINS = ES penta TEE 


wm 


ba 


ra 


TRICMT 


r 7 NA+} 
MR. WELNoLLIN: Nothing 
MINATION 

roximately now ta 


5 that on 


across Park Avenue and 


ther 100 yards, something 


(Witness excused.) 

THE COURT: We will 

I am still hopeful w 
vidence this afternoon. 


incheon recesyoe-; 


AbLW 4a 


Avenue 


6 


| 
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Bartomeli-direct 
Yes, I was. 
Was there anyone with you at the time? 

A No. 

Q What is the first indication you received.of anything 
involving this incident: at Marina Village? . 

A When ~- well, I heard the original call of the safe 
being carted‘in the area of Park Avenue and then a little later 
I heard the signal 32:which is a policeman in trouble, at the 
Marina Village and Building 32, and I responded to that. 

Q You went down there? 

A Yes. 

Q Woulc you tell the ladies. and gentlemen of the 
jury and the Court what you saw when you got there? 

A "hen I got there, there were a few cars, police 
cars, parked outside. I went into the apartment and I went in 
there and I saw six civilians and taere were five policemen 
inside and there was a little commotion, a lot of talking and 
a lot of discussion. And when I went in there, I spoke to, it 
was either Patrolman Freer or Matthews, or Sergeant Pastor, 

and I asked him if anybody here had to be arrested and I don't 
remember who, but one of them said yes, Settzes Crocm, who is 


sitting on the couch. 


Then I instructed «+ trolman Dentato and Scanlon 


to take this man downtown. 
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been previously duly sworn, resumed and testified turther 
llows: 
IIRECT &X 
anger a 
+ aa Ol ha deh te? & oe eet 
Q Do you recall being in the kitchen when the poiice, 
Freer and came in? 


with you anything that was in the vicinity of the panr ., of the 
kitchen? 

i Yes. They discussed anything, but I told th 
ab t Coca Cola and then I said, " a search warrant 
because of the Coca Cola, so the rest o! this was mine. 

° What @id he point out in the vicinity of 
pantry that he said justified his coming into the kitcnen: 

d. Nothing as I know of, 

( bid he point to some objects in the pantry that he 

id he th should be there? 
rin ~ don't see nothing. 
Not what you saw. Did he 1 you that he saw 

something in the did he ask any questions about a2 h i 
n th cyé 

] Just Coca Cola. 
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‘rriters in the pantry? 


Kore eee “TI, 


ny v.pewriters that night? 


If they were there, I just put my garbage out, 


ee 


night did you see any typewriters? 


-—~ a ee 


your home or any place else, did you sce 
I don't remember whether it was at night or the 
I went up to the Detective bureau, they had t 
I never saw them before. 
su saw some typewriters at the Detective Lureau? - 
u saw at the Detective Bureau, are 


pictures I show you, indicating 


or similar ones in your house 


ewriter I got belongs to my wife. 


a 


wife home that evening? 
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efendant police officers move for a judgment not- 


ve 


withstanding the verdict or 4 aew trial following the entry 


‘udgment against them in favor 


following inconsistent responses to interrogatories. 
fhe j answered in the affirmative question: 


ng whether the defendants believed in good faith that 


arr2st plaintiff and whether 


they had probable cause to 
reasonable basis for such a4 belief. See Bivens v. 3% 


Unknown Agents, 456 F.2d 1339 (2d Cir. 1972). The jury 2iso 


sking 


amount of $10,650 question 11(b), ask 


what damages the plaintiff was entitled to for the actions of r 
the defendants in denying hin his constitutional rights. 
The Court considered these answers inconsistent and 
: scharged the jury, reminding them that if defendants had 
, 


established their good faith defense, plaintiff was not 


to damages, and conversely, if he was entitlec to 


be ek A a te 


i as i Be 


a eae 


i ee a a ae chew ee 


— 


fae ee) 


{ 
| 
! 
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damages, it could only be because defendants had not estab- 


lished their good faith defense. The jury had unequivocally 
detennined that the arrest was made without probable cause. 
After further deliberation, the jury changed their answers 
to questions 6 and 8 to the negative. 

Fed. R. Civ. P. 49(b), providing for both a general 
verdict and special interrogatories, specifically provides 
or resubmission in the event of inconsistent responses, and 
no similar resubmission authority is contained in Fed. R. 
Civ. P. 49(a), providing only for special interrogatories. ee 
The absence of the resubmission provision does not necessarily 


mean that such authority is lacking when the case is submitted 


pursuant to Rule 49(a). See University Computing Co. v. Lykes 


small 


2d 518, 546-47 (Sth Cir. 1974). No 


Youngstown Corp., 504 F. 


aniwina 
SUMS 


reason appears why a jury should not be permitted to 


deliberate further and attempt to return consistent responses, | 


whether or not they have been asked to return a general 


verdict. In any event, this case is more appropriately to be 


roverned by Rule 49{b) since question 11(b) was in the nature! 
-] , i } 


of a general verdict, combining the amount of damages with the| 


conclusion of liability, just like question 7 in Ressier v. 


States Marine Lines, Inc., ___ F.2d (2d Cir. May 6, 1975) 


(slip'op. 3441). 


The motion for judgment notwithstanding the verdict 


3 


or a new trial is denied. 


Dated at New Haven, Counecticut, this /s_ day of 


ry ~ 
on U. NCW 


Jon ©. Newma 
United States District Juscge 


maa 
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] If you have found that one or more 
the defendants acted as to deny John 
Croom his constitutional rights with res 
one or more of the following, what 
compensatory damages, if any, do you 
entitled to? 


John Croon's 
NONE 


Croom and 
consequences 
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